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On February 11th 2018, I had the great pleasure of witnessing Rinako Komatsu winning the
All Japan High School Speech Contest. For the second time in the contest’s short history, a
Tosa student held the title of the best English high school speaker in Japan.

For her winning speech, Rinako chose a theme which managed to be personal, and also
nationally significant in its outlook: The right to vote. Now that the legal age in Japan has
been lowered to 18, surely it is time for young people to vote and to make their voices heard.

There have been two winners of this competition from Tosa High School. Ai Inoue won
the very first competition in 2007. While training for the contest, Rinako and Ai shared two

significant qualities: a desire to keep improving
and a willingness to work hard at something, even
when there are difficulties. Rinako practiced her
English skills all through junior high school. The
road to victory was neither short, nor simple, but
having built sufficient foundations over a number of
years, she finally got there!

It is my hope that Rinako, Ai and other Tosa
students who have practiced the art of public
speaking during their school lives, will be forces
for good in Japan and beyond. They have learnt
the skills of communication in another language,
and they have gained the ability to motivate and
inspire. In the future, I am certain they will be
making their voices heard!
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